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A new role

The Indian EXPRESS

A NEW ROLE

THE Loomba Trust, a United Nations-ac-
credited global charity that supports wid-
ows and their children, announced their
new brand ambassador — Bollywood
actress Preity Zinta — at the Foreign Cor-
respondents’ Club in the Capital. Trust
president Cherie Blair was also present,
Zinta said, “1 am honoured to be associ-
ated with this trust,”

About adversities faced by women in
rural parts of the country, she said,
“When a woman loses her husband,
she loses all colour in her life, It is diffi-
cult for her to be not pulled into the
flesh trade and trafficking.”

Blait sald: "Governments have a role to
play in ensuring sufficient resources and
priority is given to these most vulnerable
members of society,”

Responding to a query on whether the
widow pension schemes set up by state
governments and the Centre had helped,
Trust co-founder Raj Loomba said, “All |
know is that we support 3,000 widows
and children in Delhi, and not one of
them gets any pension whatsoever"

Preity Zinta and Cherie Blair
during Lohri celebrations in
the Capital PRAVEEN KMANNA
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Women Power

women power

Loomba Trust president Cherie Blair and actress Preity Zinta at a press conference in New Delhi on

Wednesday. The Loomba Trust educates 3,000 children of poor widows across India and has been sup-

ported by former British Prime Minister Tony Blair and his wife Cherie since it was founded g\ 1099& o
HOTO: A
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Easing the plight of widows

TOGETHER FOR A CAUSE: L

bet Trust amibs

THE 34548 HINDU

duor, Bollywood actor Preity

Zintw, with Trust president Cherie Blair at o press conference in New Delhi on

Wednesday. PHOTO: PT)

Easing the plight of widows

Preity Zinta is the new face of a charitable trust

Smriti Kak Mamuchandran

NIW DELHE After offering to
take care of 54 giris ot an or-
phenage in Rishikesh last
yeur, actor Preity Zinta will
now work for relsing money
end soppart for widows, On
Wednesdny she asnounced
her association s a brand
smbessador with The Looms-
ba Trust that works for the
welfare of widows and their
chilkdren
“Long overdue™
Addresaing the modia here,
the actor seid having loet her
father at 13, she could relate
to the probloms faced by
women who lose their hus-
bands. "I fully understand
and emputhise with the prob-
lems faced by widows; my
mother was widowed when 1
wis oaly 13 Global focus on
widows i long overdes. De-
velopment programines with
rpecific focus on widows und
thelr children) are vital for the
Improvement of women's sta-
tus In society, snd for their
protection against explotia-
tion and sbuse. 1 kook forward
{0 wurking with The Loomba
Trasl, ur Ity international
brund ambassador, to ease
the plight of widows iz India
end other countries”

* “Widows

require a support structure In
discharging thelr domestic responsibilities”

* The Lumba Trust is su
‘lnternational Widows

the creation of
' by the United Natioas

Chorle Blalr, haman righta
sctiviet and the wife of former
British Prime Minister Tuay
Blatr, who is also the presi-
dent of The Lootbs Trust,
highlighted the plight of wid-
own, Secking mare support
for them, she wuid “Single
women, especially widaws,
who hend households require
asupport structure and assis-
tancy in discharging their do-
mestic responadbilities and in
gaining sccess to education,
training and employment.”

Govt, role

She said all governments
have a role to play in enauring
atflicient resources und pri-
ority Is given to thess mont
wilnerable members of sode.
ty. “United Nation's specific
Millennium  Development
Gonls to reduce sxtreme pov
erty, 1o provide universal pri-
mary oducation and reduce
child mortality sod improve
matersal health wiil pot be
met if the world continues to
Igoore the incrwasing num
bees of widaws and their chil-

dren In the world,” Ms, Blair
said.

To sddross the concorns af
single women snd help the
dissdvantuged and marginal-
wed widows, The Loomba
Truat and its shater charity,
The Loombs Foundation,
have beon jointly runming
varioas prajects globally, In
India, the trust educates over
3,000 children scroes sil the
States. It also supports 1,500
HIV orphans in South Africs
In partnership with Sir Wi-
chard Hmason's Virgin Unite

Referring o Prelty's ap-
pointment as brand umbassa-
dor, Haj Loomba, founder and
ghuirnan of The Loombs
Trust, seid: “We sex pleosed
W announce Preity == otr
brand smbassador. We are
strongly supporting the cre-
ation of the ‘Internationsl
Widows Day’ officially by the
United Nations, The recogni-
tlon would be instrumental in
encouraging emanagation of
widows and also draw the -
tention of governments to
thelr chalbenyes.*
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Preity& act of social responsibility

Preity’s act of social

responsibility

Team Viva

oliywood actress Preity

Zinta has donned a new
mantie — brand ambassador of
the Loomba Trust that sup-
ports widows and their children
across the world, “When it is
the issue of widows, religion
and civil laws are always mis
interpreted by the society, 1
look forward to work with the
Trust as its intemational brand
ambassador to ease the plight
of widows in India and other
countries who have been the
victims of exploitation and
abuse. Of late, it has been seen
that we often talk about
women empowerment issues
but forget to focus on the wid-
ows,” said the actress in the
Capital.

Zinta said that the issue of
upliftment of widows was quite
dose to her heart. “My moth-
er was widowed when | was
only 13 year old, I fully
understand and
empathise with the
problems faced by
the widows in a
society,” she
added. As a
brand ambas-
sador, Zinta is
planning to work
at the grassroots
levels and also
attempt to make a dif-

ference in the lives of their chil-
dren as well. “Clildren are vital
for the improvement o
women's status in society My
focus will be on developmen-
tal programmes such as
imparting education and cre-
ating awareness as they iare
vuinerable to human trafe
ficking " said she.
Expressing concern
aver the plight of 35 mil-
lion widows in India,
president of the Loomba
Trust, Cherie Blmrsaid. i

and in gaining access to
education, employment
and training Governments:
need to ensure that suffi-
dent resources are
ed to this vulnerabl
tion of the society fwh

upliftment.” .

Cherie Bialr
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Loomba Trust president Mrs Cherie Blair and actress Preity Zinta
around a bonfire to celebrate Lohri in the Capital on Wednesday.
The Loomba Trust educates 3,000 children of poor widows across
India and has been supported by former British Prime Minister Mr
Tony Blair and his wife Cherie since it was founded in 1998. i SNS
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